
Hogmanay Strathspey 
Strathspey – 32 Bars – 3 couple set 

 
A dance set to ‘A Strathspey for Emma’s Wedding,’ a tune specially composed by Pat Champness for Emma 
Cormack on the occasion of her marriage to Mats Melin on 31-12-1994. 

 
Bars 
1–8 1st couple turn both hands 3/4 way round then let go of hands, dance straight out towards own side 

(2), and cast off to 2nd place, while 2nd couple move up (2). 1st couple cross up by briefly joining 
woman’s right hand with man’s left hand and 1st woman dances under the joined hands, which 
are raised, releasing hold of hands at the point of hands reaching their highest position over head 
(2). 1st couple cast off to 2nd place on opposite side of the dance (2). 

 
9–16 1st couple Petronella turn, touching open left hands briefly (a caress) in passing, to finish: 1st man 

between 2nd couple facing down, and 1st woman between 3rd couple facing up (2). Set, joining 
hands in lines of three across the dance (2). 1st couple Petronella turn, again touching open left 
hands, briefly in passing, to finish: 1st man between 2nd and 3rd men, and 1st woman between 2nd 
and 3rd women, all facing in (2).  Joining hands in lines of three on the sides, Set (2). 

 

 
17–24 1st couple, joining both hands, turn 1/2 way round (1), open up, to dance down the middle with 

nearer hands joined for two steps (2). Turn both hands 1/2 way round (1), open up to dance up 
the dance with nearer hands joined. 2nd couple move down (2). Joining both hands again 1st 
couple turn each other slowly into position ready for a Half Pousette (2). 2nd couple step into the 
middle on bar 24 to make ready for – 

 

 
25–28 1st and 2nd couples dance Half Pousette, ending with 2nd couple retiring out to first place, 

while 1st couple turn slowly into position for another Half Pousette with the 3rd couple. 3rd 
couple move in to position on bar 28. 

 
29–32 1st and 3rd couples dance Half Pousette. Finish in the order 2, 3, 1. 

 
Repeat the dance twice more. 

 
 
 
Devised for my wife Emma.  
Mats Melin, 3 January 1995. 
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